
MONDAY  

December  8, 

2007 7:00  PM 

Executive Board Selected 

Nominations were made at the November Meeting for Lodge Offices.   

The following officers were nominated without opposition:  Dan Is-

gett - President,  John Blackmon - Vice President, Jimmy Bateman -  

Secretary,  Tom Botchie - Treasurer,  Frank Nigro -  2nd Vice Presi-

dent, and Vic Nico - Sgt. At Arms. Brother Harold Phillips and 

Brother Carroll Brown were nominated for the Office of Chaplain.  

Since the meeting, Carroll Brown has withdrawn his nomination.  

Accordingly, there will not be any elections held at the December 

meeting.  Executive Board Members serve for a period of two years.   
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SUPPORT 

            December  2007 

Christmas with a Cop                     

Each year, members attempt to identify 

families who are struggling due to a crisis 

situation in their family, i.e., unexpected ill-

ness,  death in the family, crime, ect.  Mem-

bers meet with these identified families and 

each officer spends time with the children.  

The parents are provided with gift cards.  We 

ask each family to buy gifts for the children 

on that day and to save some if they desire 

for Christmas morning.  This year, members 

of our lodge will be meeting at the Wal-Mart 

in Summerville at I-26 @ 9 am, Dec. 21st. 



New Application 
 
 
 

 

46 members present 

New Applications: 3 Active Member applications ac-

cepted.  1 Associate Member application accepted. 

 

Sick and Distressed -  Steve Balzersackõs father passed 

away.  Charles Whitaker from DCSO is in hospital.  

Sharon Branch and Greg Thomas from DCSO are sick.      

Donations:  N/A 

 

50 / 50 Drawing:  $46.00 won by Alice Lang and she 

donated it to DOF. 

 

Unfinished Business :  

Christmas with a cop is Dec. 21 at the Summerville 

Wal-Mart and will need help with identifying ten fami-

lies from each, Charleston and Dorchester Counties.  

Teisha Connor raised $170 for DOF.  Our Christmas 

float will be in three parades.  

New Business:    

Gun and Knife show Nov. 24th-25th.  Need assistance.  

Remember the lodge use is now $250.00 but will be 

waived if you volunteer for event or serve on committee 

within the previous six months.  Law Riders Toy Run 

will start at 10am on Nov. 18th.  Moment of silence for 

veterans. 

Good to the Order .   

Nominations made for the Executive  Board. 

The following is an overview of upcoming 

events that are sponsored by our lodge di-

rectly or those we regularly participate in. 

Almost always we ask for volunteers with 

the various events and projects.   

 

Christmas Party (December 8)   

Christmas with a Cop  ( December 15) 

 Calendar of Events 

 The lodge is  having the annual 

Christmas party, December 8 at the 

lodge.  We must limit the members 

attending to 100 people. Contact the 

Christmas committee chairman,  

Frank Nigro for information at fni-

gro@scfop3.org.  

 

Christmas Party 
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 2007 
HIGHLIGHTS ñLAST MEETING  



Wesley John Smith 

Charleston Police Department 

Lowcountry Hero Spotlight 
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FLAGPOLE INSTALLED AT THE LODGE  

Thanks to the efforts of Tom Botchie and Vic Nico, a flagpole has been installed 

at the lodge.   The flag was provided by Tom Botchie.   The flagpole was placed 

behind the lodge sign and will be illuminated with floodlights.  

 

Policeman Smith, 25, was killed when he lost control of his cruiser on the ramp of the High-

way 61 overpass over Highway 17 about 1:40 am. The patrol car struck the abutment.  Po-

liceman Smith, a 2 year veteran of the Department, had been responding to a report of a rob-

bery in progress at the Riverview Holiday Inn. The reported robbery was later found to be a 

less serious larceny. 

DUES NOTICE  

Member dues are in January every year.  Dues must be paid before April 15th.  The lodge 

has been able to maintain the dues at $25 for the last five years.  Dues should be sent to the 

lodge at  FOP 3  PO Box 62469  North Charleston, SC 29419 Attn: Jimmy Bateman.   Offi-

cers from Hanahan and Summerville who have automated payroll deduction do not have to 

take any action.  The Lodge By-Laws allow a discounted rate for some retired members.  

Members who were full dues paying members for two years and then retired, pay the per 

capita rate which is currently $16.50.   Some long standing members were made non-dues 

paying members.   These members are required to update and confirm their information an-

nually in order to maintain their membership.  Members may also pay their dues online.  

Please do not give or send dues payments to anyone other than the lodge secretary.   

Each Quarter, members of the Lodge volunteer to raise money at the Gun and Knife show 

at the Ladson fairgrounds.  Members of the lodge volunteered the weekend of November 

24th.  The lodge raised $609 over the weekend, mostly donations to the Distressed Officer 

Fund.  The lodge is grateful to Tom and Carolyn Botchie, CJ Thompson, Frank Nigro, Scoot-

ter Emonds and Joe Bill.  Tom, Carolyn and CJ worked all day both days.  

GUN AND KNIFE SHOW RAISES FUNDS FOR  

 DISTRESSED OFFICER FUND  



    FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  - Membership and Dues 
 

 

 

Who is an active member? Active members are those who are currently full-time officers or 

retired as a full time officer. Per the national by-laws, this does not include reserve officers, 

state constables or dispatchers. It does include SC detention officers. 

 

How much are the  membership dues?  Dues are $25 a year except for some retired offi-

cers. 

I am retired. How do I know what my dues are? Until a couple years ago, any member 

who was an active member in good standing for two years, then retired, was given a lifetime 

non-dues paying member status. These members are still required to update their member-

ship information annually to maintain their membership. The by-laws have since been 

changed to read that any member who was an active member in good standing for two years, 

then retired, shall only have to pay the current per capita (The amount our lodge has to pay 

for each member). This is currently $16.50. To check your status or change your status, please 

contact the lodge secretary, Shawn Laffey, at slaffery@scfop3.org. 

 

When must the dues be paid?  All dues must be paid no later than April 15 each year.  Our 

lodge has to pay $16.50 for each member by May 1st of each year.  Members who have not 

paid their dues by that time must be suspended. 
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The Tri-County Lodge  (founded in 1976) is chartered to serve 

those law enforcement officers working in Charleston, Dorches-

ter and Colleton Counties. Currently we have  465 active mem-

bers and we are steadily growing. Our mission - both local as 

well as national, is to better our profession through fraternalism 

and legally by way of legislation. We work from the bottom to 

the top and value the ideas and opinions of all our members. 

The Informer is an evolving lodge endeavor. Any comments, criti-

cisms, ideas for improvement or member submissions are wel-

comed.     **Disclaimer**  This publication does not necessar-

ily represent the views of any or all of our members or affiliated 

lodges.  Editorial comment solely that of the editor.   

President - Dan Isgett  disgett@scfop3.org 

Vice President -  John Blackmon jblackmon@scfop3.org 

Treasurer - Tom Botchie  tbotchie@scfop3.org 

Secretary - Shawn Laffey  slaffey@scfop3.org 

2nd Vice President - Frank Nigro, Jr fnigro@scfop3.org 

Sergeant at Arms - Vic Nico vnico@scfop.org 

Chaplain -  Jimmy Bateman Jbateman@scfop3.org 

S.C.  FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE TRI -

COUNTY LODGE # 3  


