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Lodge Supports the Tri-County 4 

 2007 was one of the worst years for in-the-line-of-duty deaths in the 

Lowcountry area. So far, four officers in the tri-county area of 

Charleston, Dorchester and Berkeley County have been killed in the 

line-of duty.  Dorchester County Deputy Michael Deese and his K-9 

partner  were killed in a traffic accident in March.  Also in March,  

Monks Corner officers Marcus Stiles and Lonnie Wells were murdered 

investigating a domestic disturbance.  Later in May, State Constable 

Robert Bailey was murdered investigating a suspicious incident.  The 

lodge created the Tri-County 4 fund to assist the families of  theses 

officers.  The main fund-raiser was a concert by County Music new 

star Jason Aldean at The Plex  in North Charleston.  This concert 

raised money for the Charleston 9 and the Tri-County 4.  Over 

$14,000 was donated to the Tri-County 4 fund from this concert.  The 

lodge also had fund raisers at the Gun and Knife Show,  the Palmetto 

Police Motorcycles Skills Competition, and Law Enforcement Day at 

the Mall.  The lodge also worked with Palmetto Cops selling t-shirt to 

benefit the Robert Bailey Family.  The lodge will present the families 

of these officers a check from the fund at the October meeting.  
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October  2007 

Law Enforcement Day at the Mall / 

                                        Gun and Knife Show 

Members of the lodge volunteered at the Gun and Knife show at the Ladson Fair-

grounds the weekend of September 8th and at the Law Enforcement Day at the Mall 

at the Citadel Mall , September 15th.   Both of these events allowed the lodge to raise 

money for the Tri-County 4 and provide information to the public about the activities 

of the lodge.  Our lodge cannot be successful with out the dedication of our volunteers.  

A special thanks to our volunteers.  Gun and Knife Show:  Tom and Carolyn Botchie 

and CJ Thompson.  Law Enforcement Day at the Mall : Tom and Carolyn Botchie, CJ 

Thompson, John and Mary Ginnatos and Aaron Reed.  Also special thanks to Frank 

Nigro and Harold Phillips for assisting in the coordinating the event.. 



New Application 
 
 
 

 

Vice President John Blackmon directed the meeting in ab-
sence of President Dan Isgett.  

 

Guest Speaker:  9th Circuit Solicitor Candidate Blair 
Jennings.  

 

35 members present 

 

New Applications: 7 Active Member applications ac-
cepted 

 
Sick and Distressed -  Major Israel Brooks retired 
SCHP and US Deputy Marshall passed away.    

 

Donations:  Charleston County Golf Tournament 
$100.00 request.  Committee recommended.  Motion 
made.  Motion seconded.  Motion passed.   

 

Unfinished Business ï   Spoke about the National Con-
ference.  Christmas party is coming up soon need to get 
plans going.  Law Enforcement Day is September 15th 
at Citadel Mall.  Law Enforcement Appreciation is be-
ing considered to take change.  Suggestions desired.  
Memorial Committee for May 2008 is starting to meet 
in October.  Contact the Chaplain.  

 

 Good to the Order - Thanked the cooks for the great 
meal.  Lodge 5 is having family day at J.I. County 
Park.  $5.00 a person October 20, 2007 from 3-7 for kids 
and an oyster roast from 7-10.  Lodge 5 is having Cops 
and Lobster at Citadel Red Lobster on September 14th.  
Lunch and dinner help needed.  

.   

The following is an overview of upcoming 

events that are sponsored by our lodge di-

rectly or those we regularly participate in. 

Almost always we ask for volunteers with 

the various events and projects.   

    

 Distressed Officer Fund Golf Tournament - 

(To be determined)  

  

Christmas Party (December 8)   

 Calendar of Events 

 The lodge is planning on having the 

annual Christmas party, December 8 

at the lodge.  Volunteers are needed 

to serve on the committee.  Anyone 

interested in serving on this commit-

tee or assisting in anyway, please 

contact the Christmas committee 

chairman,  Frank Nigro at fni-

gro@scfop3.org.  

 

Christmas Party 
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 2007 
HIGHLIGHTSñLAST MEETING  



PFC Roger Meyers  

Charleston Police Department  

End of Watch: Monday, April 5, 2004  

Lowcountry Hero Spotlight 
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PFC Myers, 53, suffered a fatal heart attack shortly after he and several other officers struggled with a suspect wanted on a 
probation violation. The officers were able to subdue the man, and the other two officers began to transport him to the 
county jail as PFC Myers followed behind with the suspect's girlfriend.  
 
During the trip to the jail, PFC Myers began to experience chest pains. He requested another officer to finish the transport 
and called for EMS, as he pulled over to the side of the road. He was transported to Medical University of South Carolina 
where he was pronounced dead a short time later.  
 

Lodge sends members to National Conference in Louisville, Kentucky  

The Tri-County Lodge sent 9 members to the National Conference in Louisville, Kentucky.   The delegates were 

Treasurer Tom Botchie,  Secretary Shawn Laffey,  2nd Vice President Frank Nigro,  Sgt. At Arms Vic Nico, Chap-

lain Jimmy Bateman, Members Bill Lang, John Tracy, Johnny Wilson, and CJ Thompson.  The conference was 

held at the Kentucky International Convention Center from August 12-16, 2007. 

 

 

  



    FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONSð DUES 

 

 

 Who is an active member? Active members are those who are currently full-time officers or retired as 

a full time officer. Per the national by-laws, this does not include reserve officers, state constables or 

dispatchers. It does include SC detention officers. 

 

How much are the  membership dues?  Dues are $25 a year except for some retired officers. 

 

I am retired. How do I know what my dues are? Until a couple years ago, any member who was an 

active member in good standing for two years, then retired, was given a lifetime non-dues paying member 

status. These members are still required to update their membership information annually to maintain 

their membership. The by-laws have since been changed to read that any member who was an active 

member in good standing for two years, then retired, shall only have to pay the current per capita 

(The amount our lodge has to pay for each member). This is currently $16.50. To check your status or 

change your status, please contact the lodge secretary, Shawn Laffey, at slaffery@scfop3.org. 

 

When must the dues be paid?  All dues must be paid no later than April 15 each year.  Our lodge has to 

pay $16.50 for each member by May 1st of each year.  Members who have not paid their dues by that time 

must be suspended. 
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The Tri-County Lodge  (founded in 1976) is chartered to serve 

those law enforcement officers working in Charleston, Dorches-

ter and Colleton Counties. Currently we have  459 active mem-

bers and we are steadily growing. Our mission - both local as 

well as national, is to better our profession through fraternalism 

and legally by way of legislation. We work from the bottom to 

the top and value the ideas and opinions of all our members. 

The Informer is an evolving lodge endeavor. Any comments, criti-

cisms, ideas for improvement or member submissions are wel-

comed.     **Disclaimer**  This publication does not necessar-

ily represent the views of any or all of our members or affiliated 

lodges.  Editorial comment solely that of the editor.   

President - Dan Isgett  disgett@scfop3.org 

Vice President -  John Blackmon jblackmon@scfop3.org 

Treasurer - Tom Botchie  tbotchie@scfop3.org 

Secretary - Shawn Laffey  slaffey@scfop3.org 

2nd Vice President - Frank Nigro, Jr fnigro@scfop3.org 

Sergeant at Arms - Vic Nico vnico@scfop.org 

Chaplain -  Jimmy Bateman Jbateman@scfop3.org 
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