
MONDAY  

April 9, 2007 

 7:30  PM 

Tri-County Police Memorial       Tuesday May 8th 
 The Fraternal Order of Police is hosting the annual Tri-County Police  

Memorial on May 8th, 2007 at 10:00 AM at the Park Circle Commu-

nity Center.  This memorial will honor those officers from the tri-

county area who have fallen in the line of duty.  The service is ex-

pected to conclude at 11:00 AM.  North Charleston Mayor Keith Sum-

mey will be the Master of Ceremonies, Charleston Police Chief Greg-

ory  Mullen will be the keynote speaker.  National recording artist 

Eddie Bush of One Flew South will be the special guest performing 

“The thin blue line”.  This memorial is made possible with the assis-

tance of the Charleston Metropolitan Lodge #5, Berkeley Lodge #19, 

The SC COPS Chapter and the Coastal Crisis Chaplaincy.  Please 

pass along this information and make every effort to attend this 
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SUPPORT 

April   2007 

 

Thanks to many of you, the COPS and LOBSTERS fund -raiser 

for SC Special Olympics was a huge success.    Our Lodge  
raised $5,032.00.   Every penny went directly to the SC Special 
Olympics.   Thank you for your support!   Thanks for the follow-

ing people who assisted with this fund -raiser: Charleston 
County Sheriff's Office:   Sgt. Harold Phillips (Coordinator ),   Lt. 
Dan Isgett, Sgt. Naomi Morris, Sgt. Rob Grimsley, Sgt. Mike 

Ringley, Sgt. Johnny Wilson, Sgt. Buddy Isgett, Deputy C. J. 
Thompson, Deputy Reggie Sharpe, Deputy Harry Long, Deputy 

Robin Ferguson, Deputy David Owens,   Deputy Doug Delong, 
Deputy Kevin Joyce.    Explorers:   Tabitha Winnen, Tim Hut-
chinson, Michael Riccio, Lisa Carter and TJ.   Summerville PD:   

Lt. James Bateman, Reserve Officers John Tracy and Rob 
Christie.   Hanahan PD: Officer Andrew Basset   Charleston 

 



New Application 
 
 
 

 

 

Meeting dedicated to the Memory of Dorchester County 
Deputy Michael Deese. 

 

32  members present.  

 

New Applications:  5 Active, 1 Associate 

 

50/50 Drawing:  Dan Isgett won $31. 

 

Volunteer Drawing:  Carolyn Botchie won a $50 Regal 
cinema gift certificate.  Carolyn volunteered her time at 
the Gun and Knife show.  

 

Sick and Distressed -  Dorchester County Deputy Mi-
chael Deese was killed in an accident of I-26.  Buck 
Gossett is in the hospital with Cancer. 

   

Donations:  $250 to sponsor a youth baseball team and 
$150 to CPAD to purchase flashlights. 

  

Unfinished Business ï   Cops and Lobsters coming up, 
need volunteers.  Memorial Committee meeting following 
Thursday.  Motion passed to Budget up to $2000 for the 
Memorial.   

 

New Business ï  The Eboard will discuss the plans for the 
upcoming national conference.   

The following is an overview of upcoming 

events that are sponsored by our lodge di-

rectly or those we regularly participate in. 

Almost always we ask for volunteers with 

the various events and projects.   

Awards Night - April 9   

Tri-County Police Memorial - May 8 

Gun and Knife ShowðJune  

Law Enforcement Officers Memorial Wash., 

D.C.ð May 13-16 

 Distressed Officer Fund Golf Tournament - 

(To be determined)  

Law Enforcement Day at The Mall - (Early 

September) 

Christmas Party (December 8)   

 

 

 Calendar of Events 

The Grand Lodge By-Laws requires the membership of any member delinquent in annual 

dues to be suspended by May 1st.  The lodge is required to pay per capita for all the mem-

bers of the lodge by May 1st.  At the time of this newsletter, over 250 members are delin-

quent in their dues payment.  Cancellation notices are being sent out to those members.  

SC State Law prohibits any person to display and FOP tag who are not an active member 

of the lodge.  The lodge provides many benefits for the annual fee of $25 to include a death 

benefit of $2,500,  free use of the lodge hall, Line of Duty Death Benefits and the ability to 

obtain Legal Defense.  The lodge has enjoyed  much success with assisting officers in a 

time of need,  increasing the daily subsistence allowance, honoring fallen officers and 

building strong ties with Law Enforcement agencies and the community.  If you have not 

paid your 2007 dues, you can send your dues to: FOP LODGE 3  PO Box 62469  North 

Charleston, SC 29419.  If you have any questions, please email our lodge secretary Shawn 

Laffey at  slaffey@scfop3.org. 

CANCELATION NOTICES SENT OUT 
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 2007 
HIGHLIGHTSñLAST MEETING  



Police Officer Lonnie Wells  

Moncks Corner Police Department  

South Carolina  

End of Watch: Sunday, March 25, 2007  

Police Officer Marcus Stiles  

Moncks Corner Police Department  

South Carolina  

End of Watch: Monday, March 26, 2007  

Lowcountry Hero Spotlight 
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Officer Wells was shot and killed and Corporal Marcus Stiles died of wounds sustained when they re-

sponded to a domestic disturbance call at approximately 4:00 pm.  

 

A citizen called police with the license number for a pickup truck belonging to a couple that was ar-

guing at a laundry off U.S. Highway 17A. Officer Wells and Corporal Stiles arrived separately at the 

address on the truck's registration.  

 

A subject at the scene opened fire, killing Officer Wells and critically wounding Corporal Stiles. Cor-

poral Stiles was taken to a hospital where he succumbed to his wounds the following day.  

 

The suspect fled the scene in one of the patrol cars but was shot and killed a short time later by a 

deputy from the Berkeley County Sheriff's Office.  

 

Corporal Stiles had served with the Moncks Corner Police Department since August 2005.   

Deputy Phillip Michael Deese was killed in a head -on traffic collision.  

 

He was driving westbound on I -26 in an unincorporated part of Dorchester County when a pick -

up truck crossed the median, hitting the deputy's patrol car head on. The crash killed the deputy, 

the driver of the pick -up, and Deputy Deese's K9 partner, Sonja.  

 

Deputy Deese had served the Dorchester County Sheriff's office for almost seven years.   

 

Dorchester County Sheriff's Dept.  

South Carolina  

End of Watch: Friday, March 9, 2007  

Deputy Phillip Michael Deese  



    FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONSðDISTRESSED OFFICER FUND 

 

 

What is the Distressed Officer Fund?  The Distressed Officer Fund was created by the law to assist Law En-

forcement officers and their families who have been killed or critically injured in the line of duty or are facing a 

time of crisis.   This fund has an account separate from the general funds and 100 % of the donations are used for 

to assist officers and their families.  

Who is eligible?  Any full time Law Enforcement Officer in the Tri-County Area.  Other Law Enforcement offi-

cers in South Carolina may be considered according to the need and availability of funds.  

Who determines who receives money and how much?  The purpose of the fund is to provide immediate as-

sistance at a time of need.  Because these funds are donations and not from dues, executive board members make  

recommendations and request amounts to the fellow Eboard members.  A majority vote from the Eboard is re-

quired to provide assistance.  The lodge has donated in excess of $4,000 and assisted more than 15 local families.  

The lodge has sent donations to family members in every tri-county line of duty death since it’s inception. 

Where do the funds come from?  Donations and fund raisers.  Members are asked to make a donation to the 

fund on their annual dues form.  Some members provide checks at meetings or send donations through the mail.  

Our lodge has an annual Distressed Officer Fund Golf Tournament, raise money at the quarterly Gun and Knife 

show and other special events periodically.  The Law Riders Motorcycle club 

regularly donates a portion of the proceeds of their annual oyster roast to the 

fund.  

What can I do to help?   Due to the number of critical incidents in the Tri-

County area, this fund is very low and the donation amount may have to be 

adjusted.   You can help by donating to the fund and requesting others to do-

nate also.  Many local agencies have various fund raisers for  many worthy 

events.  Contact your agency about sponsoring a fund raiser for this fund.  If 

each agency in the tri-county area had a fund raiser, the fund could be finan-

cially sound enough to provide significant assistance to officers and their fami-

lies in a time of need.   Any ideas or suggestions are welcome and can be sent 

to President Dan Isgett at   disgett@scfop3.org. 
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P.O. Box 62469 

N. Charleston, S.C. 29419 

Phone: 843-744-7255 

scfop3

.org 

The Tri-County Lodge  (founded in 1976) is chartered to serve 

those law enforcement officers working in Charleston, Dorches-

ter and Colleton Counties. Currently we have  711 active mem-

bers and we are steadily growing. Our mission - both local as 

well as national, is to better our profession through fraternalism 

and legally by way of legislation. We work from the bottom to 

the top and value the ideas and opinions of all our members. 

The Informer is an evolving lodge endeavor. Any comments, criti-

cisms, ideas for improvement or member submissions are wel-

comed.     **Disclaimer**  This publication does not necessar-

ily represent the views of any or all of our members or affiliated 

lodges.  Editorial comment solely that of the editor.   

President - Dan Isgett  disgett@scfop3.org 

Vice President -  John Blackmon jblackmon@scfop3.org 

Treasurer - Tom Botchie  tbotchie@scfop3.org 

Secretary - Shawn Laffey  slaffey@scfop3.org 

2nd Vice President - Frank Nigro, Jr fnigro@scfop3.org 

Sergeant at Arms - Vic Nico vnico@scfop.org 

Chaplain -  Jimmy Bateman Jbateman@scfop3.org 

S.C.  FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE TRI -

COUNTY LODGE # 3  


