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2007   Year in Review 

2007 was a very active year for the Tri-County lodge.  The year be-

gan with a very successful Law Enforcement Appreciation Night.  

The lodge recognized outstanding acts by law enforcement officers at 

the annual awards night and memorialized those who gave the ulti-

mate at the annual tri-county police officers memorial.  The lodge 

held fundraisers to raise money for the families of the Tri-County 4. 

Over $16,000 was raised to assist their families.  Members of the 

lodge assisted with the annual Cops and Lobsters fundraiser to sup-

port the Special Olympics and raised a record $5,200.  The lodge sent 

members to the National Peace Officers Memorial in Washington DC 

and several motor officers to assist with the escorts of the survivor 

families.  Every quarter, members volunteered to assist at the Gun 

and Knife show to raise money for the Distressed Officer Fund.  The 

lodge sponsored the SC Law Enforcement Motorcycle Skills Competi-

tion.  In August, the lodge sent delegates to the National Conference 

in Louisville, Kentucky. In November,  nominations were held for Ex-

ecutive Offices of the lodge, which all were uncontested.  The lodge 

competed the year with the Christmas with a Cop program.  The 

lodge was very blessed to have many dedicated members to assist 

with the many activities of the lodge. 
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TRI-COUNTY 3 AUXILIARY LODGE   

Our lodge is looking into chartering an aux-

iliary lodge.  An auxiliary lodge is com-

prised of family members of law enforce-

ment officers in good standing of our lodge.  

A minimum of ten qualified persons is nec-

essary to form an auxiliary lodge.  There 

also must be a minimum of a president, sec-

retary and treasurer.  Contact Carolyn 

Botchie at 843-991-7751 for more informa-

tion. 



New Application 
 
 
 

 

 28 members present 

New Applications: 1 Active Member application ac-

cepted.  1 Associate Member application accepted. 
 

Sick and Distressed - John Rodriguez is in Summer-

ville Medical with a procedure.  Tradd Crawford has a 

broken arm  

Donations:  N/A 
 

50 / 50 Drawing:  $21.00 won by C. J. Thompson and  

he donated it to DOF. 

 

Volunteer Drawing ð $50.00 Wal-Mart card to CJ 

Thompson. 

 

 

Legislative:  The retirement issue of returning officers 

paying into the system without a return is the number 

one priority for the South Carolina State FOP lodge. 

 
 

Unfinished Business :  Christmas with a cop is Dec. 
22 at the Summerville Wal-Mart and will need help 
with identifying ten families from each, Charleston and 
Dorchester Counties.  Float had problems getting vol-
unteers.  Gun and Knife show is near the exit now and 
we raised $609.00.  The election was cancelled as a re-
sult of J Carroll Brown’s withdrawal.        
 

New Business: Dues due at beginning of year.  $25.00.  

L/E appreciation night will be on the Super Bowl night.  

Need donations for door prizes.  Will be looking to do a 

family day this year.  Awards night is coming soon so 

think about nominees.  Reggie Sharpe’s book is coming 

out 2nd week of January. 

 

 

Good to the Order.   

 

 

The following is an overview of upcoming 

events that are sponsored by our lodge di-

rectly or those we regularly participate in. 

Almost always we ask for volunteers with 

the various events and projects.   

Law Enforcement Appreciation Nightð Feb. 3 

Cops and Lobsters  -  March 

Awards Nightð April 14 

Tri-County Police Memorialð May   

State Conference -  August  

Christmas Partyð December 13 

Christmas with a CopðDecember  

 

 Calendar of Events 

 

 

 

  

Thank you for your support of 

this lodge.  Because of your sup-

port, this lodge is able to accom-

plish many things to assist the 

dedicated  men and women in 

law enforcement.   Thank you to 

all of those who have volunteered 

for events or assisted the lodge in 

the many events we have each 

year.   You are important to the 

success of this lodge.  Make a 

new years resolution to become 

more active and make 2008 the 

best ever for the Fraternal Order 

of Police, Tri-County Lodge 3. 
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Albert Leppert 

North Charleston Police Department 

End of Watch:  April 12, 1990   

Lowcountry Hero Spotlight 
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Detective Leppert, 56, suffered a fatal heart attack after he had gone to a local supply company purchase 

supplies for the crime scene office. He was loading the van when he suffered the heart attack and died on 

the scene.  Detective Leppert had been with the agency for 13 years. 

CHRISTMAS WITH A COP 

Members of our lodge met at the Wal-Mart in Summerville at I-26 @ 9 am, Dec. 22nd with 

families identified by members of the lodge. Members met with these families and each offi-

cer spent time with the children.  The parents were provided with gift cards to purchase gifts 

for the children.  The lodge assisted 21 children and donated a total of $2,100 for this event.  

The lodge would like to thank Frank Nigro for chairing this event and the volunteers, Dan 

and Wendy Isgett, Tom and Carolyn Botchie,  Pat Carter,  Sandy Williams, Ricci Fowler, 

Hunter Fowler and Ed Pearson. 

On Sunday, February 4th, the lodge will host it’s annual law enforcement appreciation night 

at the lodge.  The event will begin at 5  pm and continue till the conclusion of the Superbowl. 

With the assistance with the business community, we are able to provide a night of fellow-

ship and relaxation.  Food and beverages will be provided by the lodge.  All officers and their 

guest in the Tri-County are invited.  Officers do not have to be members of 

the lodge to attend.  There is no       charge to attend this event.  Please past 

along this information to your fellow officers.   

LAW ENFORCEMENT APPRECIATION NIGHT 

Dues notices have been sent out.  Dues are always due at the beginning of each year.  Please 

do not give your dues to anyone other than the lodge secretary.  If your dues are paid by pay-

roll deduction, please return the dues notice and confirm your contact information.  If you 

are a lifetime non-dues paying member,  you are still required by the lodge by-laws to con-

firm your contact information.  Failure to provide this information annually will result in 

your membership being suspended.  If you were an active member in good standing for two 

years, then retired, you are eligible for the retirement rate which is currently $16.50.  Dues 

must be paid no later than April 30th.  If you have any questions about your dues, please 

contact the lodge secretary at  jbateman@scfop3.org. 

IMPORTANT DUES INFORMATION 



    FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  - Auxiliary Lodge  

 

 

What is an auxiliary lodge?  The Fraternal Order of Police Auxiliary is an ancillary organi-

zation of law enforcement officers. The Fraternal Order of Police Auxiliary was organized to 

unite families of members of the Fraternal Order of Police; to promote their welfare socially, 

morally and intellectually; and to encourage them in all things pertaining to their good.  An 

auxiliary lodge is a separate organization from the parent local lodge and has it’s own leader-

ship.  An auxiliary lodge would support the parent local lodge. 

Who is eligible to be a member?  Family members of a Fraternal Order of Police member in 

good standing.  Must be 18 years of age or older, Widow/widower of a Fraternal Order of Police 

member.  Honorary membership may be granted to immediate family members, 18 years of 

age or older, of duly sworn law enforcement officers who have given their lives in the perform-

ance of their duties.  Family members may be spouses, siblings, parents, children, aunts, un-

cles and cousins. 

 

As a auxiliary member,  what am I expected to do?  Although, the lodge would like 

every member to be active in support of the lodge, members may participate as much or little 

as they chose. 

What are the benefits of being a member?  Family organization dealing with family is-

sues.  Programs relating to your family's health and safety.  Assistance and training for criti-

cal incidents.  Communication among police families.   Educational scholarships for members 

and their families. Information regarding legislative issues important to police families. Op-

portunity to establish a fraternal bond with police families. 
 

How much are the  membership dues?  Dues are $25 a year . 
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The Tri-County Lodge  (founded in 1976) is chartered to serve 

those law enforcement officers working in Charleston, Dorches-

ter and Colleton Counties. Currently we have  465 active mem-

bers and we are steadily growing. Our mission - both local as 

well as national, is to better our profession through fraternalism 

and legally by way of legislation. We work from the bottom to 

the top and value the ideas and opinions of all our members. 

The Informer is an evolving lodge endeavor. Any comments, criti-

cisms, ideas for improvement or member submissions are wel-

comed.     **Disclaimer**  This publication does not necessar-

ily represent the views of any or all of our members or affiliated 

lodges.  Editorial comment solely that of the editor.   

President - Dan Isgett  disgett@scfop3.org 

Vice President -  John Blackmon jblackmon@scfop3.org 

Treasurer - Tom Botchie  tbotchie@scfop3.org 

Secretary - Jimmy Bateman Jbateman@scfop3.org 

2nd Vice President - Frank Nigro, Jr fnigro@scfop3.org 

Sergeant at Arms - Vic Nico vnico@scfop.org 

Chaplain -  Harold Phillips                  hphillips@scfop3.org 

S.C.  FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE TRI -

COUNTY LODGE # 3  


