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Fallen Officer 

Have you recruited a new 
member this year? 

Prayers are extended to the 
family and friends of  Dep-
uty  Andrew Mazur of the 
Greenville County Sheriff’s 
Office who was slain in the 
line of duty in August. He 
was 24 years old with two 
years on the job.  
Godspeed Brother Mazur 

We are proud to announce that Chuck 
Canterbury will head the National FOP 
for the next two years. He was elected 
unchallenged at the 2003 convention in 
Rhode Island. This is the first time in 
many years that a Presidential candidate 
went unchallenged, and the first time in 
the history of our organization that a 
candidate from any “southern”  state has 
held this position. We are extremely 
pleased that he is a “ lowcountry”  
brother. 

Chuck Canterbury became the President of the Grand Lodge Fraternal Order of Police in January 2003, ascending to the 
office after the death of President Steve Young. Mr. Canterbury was elected Vice President of the Grand Lodge in Phoenix, 
Arizona in August 2001.  
 
President Canterbury joined the Fraternal Order of Police in 1984 when he, along with eleven other officers, chartered their 
Local Lodge. He served as Local Lodge President for 13 years, during which time he was instrumental in starting the Lodge 
Legal Defense Plan, purchasing the first lodge building, and starting the Lodge insurance program.  
 
He went on to serve as State Lodge President from 1990 to 1998. During his tenure he was instrumental in establishing the 
State Lodge lobbying program, initiating the political endorsement program and implementing the State Lodge Legal Defense 
Plan. He led the effort to hire a full time Executive Director for the State Lodge to manage these programs.  
 
He began his service on the Grand Lodge Executive Board in 1995 when he was elected to the first of three terms as the 
Second Vice President.. During this time, he has worked to expand the police labor movement in the areas of our country 
who do not have collective bargaining rights. Improving the quality of life for police officers has been his foremost goal. 
 
President Canterbury is currently employed by the Horry County Police Department, Conway, South Carolina, with oversight 
of the Operations Bureau. He began his police career in 1978 and over his 25-year career he worked in the Patrol Division, 
the Criminal Investigations Division and served as the Training Division Supervisor, during which he was certified as an In-
structor in basic law enforcement, firearms, chemical weapons, and pursuit driving.  
 
He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Coastal Carolina University. He resides in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, where he 
has raised two children, both of whom are attending college.  

Law Enforcement Day at Northwoods Mall - Saturday Sept. 6th 

On Saturday Sept. 6th,  Northwoods Mall in North Charleston, will host the annual “Law Enforcement Day.”  Agencies 
throughout the Lowcountry, from the Feds to the locals,  will have displays set up throughout the mall. Most agencies 
provide their newest and finest hardware for public inspection. The mall officials report this to be a heavy shopper draw 
and one day when shoplifting goes to naught. 
 

                  Invite your friends and family to visit the mall on this day, particularly small children. Many displays are 
interactive for the kids and have trinkets and keepsakes. 
 

                  Our lodge will have a display this year (our third year participating.) We do need volun-
teers to assist. The times are 10-2 PM, 2 PM till 6 PM and 6 PM till closing. This is a big day for  us 
to get our name out to all the officers and the public. We will be giving away FOP pens, FOP Bal-
loons and brochures  *We will give each volunteer an FOP t-shirt to wear (and keep) on the day of 
the event.  
 

Please contact our Recruitment Committee Chairman Dennis Turner at Dturii@aol.com if you can 
volunteer. You assistance is very helpful to our lodge and all help is appreciated. Any  time you 
could provide will be welcomed.   See you there! 
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 Capt. L.C. Knight of S.L.E.D.  was our guest speaker for the August meeting.  He 
spoke of his role with the agency and the many functions that S.L.E.D. offers.  His 
district is considerable in size and frequently, divisions under his command pro-
vide support services  to agencies as they are needed -  SWAT, Bloodhounds etc.  
He also expounded on S.L.E.D.’s role of vice enforcement after the dissolving of 
ABC.  Not unlike many State agencies, S.L.E.D. has also seen budget cutbacks 
amidst hightened responsibilities in “ the war on terror.”   His presence was en-
joyed by all. 
 
Brother Mark Fields and “ lucky”  Chris Ross each won the drawing for $20 movie 
gift certificates. 
 
Brother Lester Eckert provided the evening meal. Chicken-n-dumplings, with all 
the side dishes, complimented by apple pie. Great job Brother Eckert ! 
 
Reports from delegates who attended the National Convention in Rhode Island.  
All reported a great time and a lesson in fraternity from our Northern brethren. 
 
Prayers for our V.P. Donald Dulin, who lost his daughter to a debilitating disease.  
Peace be with him in this tragic time. 
 
Members voted to continue Regal Cinemas movie ticket drawing (for new mem-
ber sponsors ) until the first of the year. A continuation  of our Summer Recruit-
ment  drive. 
 
Motion passed to sponsor 4-man team for the annual Sheriff’s Golf tournament,  
as well as sponsor (as is tradition ) hole # 3. 
 
Motion passed to cover meal costs for Aug. 8th meeting of 9th  Judicial Circuit 
Law Enforcement Network, Office of Highway Safety - held in Hanahan. 
 
 

Police Prayer  
I have seen many “police prayers”  throughout my term of service. Most have been 
the anonymous commercial type. While all prayers in any form are welcomed, I re-
cently found a business card in my wallet with a prayer (given to me by a friend.) It 
is as follows: 

Prayer for a Peace Officer 
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      It was written and distributed  by:   Mary Clark 
                                                               P.O. Box 12516 

                                                                                         James Island, S.C.  29422 
It was nice to see this was locally written with expressed permission to be  repro-
duced  for other officers. God bless Miss Clark. Please pass this prayer along. 

! Merchandise Giveaway ! 
Highlights -  Last Meeting 

 As asked for by the membership, 
the lodge now has merchandise 
that is “ lodge specific.”  We have 
coffee mugs, key chains, pens, 
license plates as well as t-shirts 
(others to follow in coming 

months.) The newest items, we will give one each 
to members who attend a meeting - prior to offer-
ing them up for sale as normal stock.  
 
  This is to say that on our next meeting, everyone 
there will receive at the door, one of the listed 
items for free. Afterwards, that particular item 
will  henceforth be offered for sale, with the pro-
ceeds to go to our distressed officer fund.  Each 
month afterward, a new item will be given away 
and follow as an item for sale. 
 
  We will not reveal beforehand, what item will 
be given away at a particular meeting. To find 
out, you have to attend. 

Lodge Officer  Elections 

Elections for positions of lodge officers 
will be held in December. All positions are 
open for nominations at the November 
meeting. Members who wish to run for of-
fice must be in good standing and likewise 
be nominated by a fellow member in good 
standing. 
 

Ballots will be mailed out after the Novem-
ber nominations - to be tallied at the De-
cember meeting with the ballots of attend-
ing members. The positions are as follows: 
 

President         Vice President 
Treasurer         Secretary 
Chaplain          2nd Vice President 
Sgt. At Arms 
 

The terms are for two years. Your partici-
pation is encouraged. This is your opportu-
nity to decide the direction of our lodge. 
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The following are quotes as given by prisoners just prior to their death 
sentence being carried out. Most were convicted of horrible murders.  
There are many books written on the subject of last words and last 
meals. Some folks even maintain comprehensive websites devoted to 
such subjects. Texas leads the country in frequency of executions, and 
for the morbidly curious - check out this web link   
http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/stat/executedoffenders.htm 
 
Well, gentlemen, you are about to see a baked Appel. 
Executed in electric chair in New York. 
~~ George Appel, d. 1928 
 
How about this for a headline for tomorrow©s paper? French fries. 
Executed in electric chair in Oklahoma. 
~~ James French, d. 1966 
 
I©d like to thank my family for loving me and taking care of me. And the 
rest of the world can kiss my ass. 
Executed by injection, Texas. 
~~ Johnny Frank Garrett, Sr., d. February 11, 1992 
 
 

You can be a king or a street sweeper, but everyone dances with 
the Grim Reaper. 
Executed in California's gas chamber. 
~~ Robert Alton Harris, d. April 21, 1992 
 

I did not get my Spaghetti-O©s, I got spaghetti. I want the press 
to know this. 
Executed by injection, Oklahoma. 
~~ Thomas J. Grasso, d. March 20, 1995 
 

Let©s do it! 
Executed by firing squad, Utah. 
~~ Gary Gilmore, d. January 17, 1977 
 

I©m sorry, I wish I could bring them back. I©m done, let©s do it. 
Executed by injection, Texas 
~~ John Lamb, d. November 17, 1999 
 
Hurry it up you Hoosier bastard! I could hang a dozen men 
while you©re screwing around. 
Executed by hanging Leavenworth, Kansas. 
~~ Carl Panzram, d. September 5, 1930 

Death Row - “ Last Words”  

In August of 2002 the S.C. State lodge had a membership of 2048 
members. As of Last week, we now have a membership of 2128. An 
increase of 80 members. During 2003 we lost one lodge - Oconee, 
which had a membership of 35. The following is a list of all lodges 
and how they have done over the last year concerning membership: 
 
Anderson +34        Greenville +16 
Berkeley -34           Low Country -22 
Chas # 5 -05           Midlands -42 
Cherokee +04         Pee Dee +07 
Coastal +63            Tri-County +75 
CSRA +16              Twin Lakes +05 
Foothills -03            York +01  

Source - S.C. State Lodge (8-21-03) 

Membership across the State 

“ they (criminals) don’ t need 
longer sentences, they need 
longer necks.”    
“Hangin”  Judge Roy Bean 
-Texas , 1885 

Award Nominations 

Every year, our lodge attempts to recognize those officers who exemplify 
the standards of good police work.  Our awards are given to individuals 
for a specific act that was above and beyond normal call of duty, for group 
units who have done exceedingly well, or an individual  whose general 
demeanor and work traits cause  him/her to be recognized as top notch. 
 

Most importantly, we realize that being recognized by your own peers is 
by far the most sincere form of praise that you can receive. To that regard, 
we are now accepting names for awards consideration.  To submit a name, 
you need to write a synopsis of the event or reason that you think the indi-
vidual is deserving of an award. (The person need not be a member of the 
FOP to be considered, civilians have also received  awards.)  
 

Please make submissions to the lodge via US mail, or via e-mail to your 
lodge secretary  bodysnatcher@rovin.net   
 

The awards ceremony will be held in February.  Promptness is a factor, as 
plaques and the like must be ordered. Final submission date is January 1, 
2004.  

Statute Highlight 
Our last Attorney General publicly espoused a policy 
to “not charge”  anyone who shot an intruder into their 
home. The following is the law that applies to this cir-
cumstance and has been in place for many years. 
** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** * ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** *  
17-13-20 Additional circumstances where citizens 
may arrest; means to be used. 
 
A citizen may arrest a person in the nighttime by effi-
cient means as the darkness and the probability of es-
cape render necessary, even if the life of the person 
should be taken, when the person: 
 
(a) Has committed a felony; 
(b) Has entered a dwelling house without express or 

implied permission; 
(c) Has broken or is breaking into an outhouse with a 

view to plunder; 
(d) Has in his possession stolen property; or 
(e) Being under circumstances which raise just suspi-

cion of his design to steal or to commit some fel-
ony, flees when he is hailed. 

** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** * ** ** ** ** ** ** ** ** *  
Be sure that before quoting the above statute, that you 
consult the most recent case notes as it applies to this 
particular statute.  Tennesee v. Garner 471 U.S. 1, 105 
S.Ct. 1694  (1986)  has some bearing but differs from 
law enforcement arrests. It only applies to nighttime 
arrests/circumstances at a dwelling,. 

(thanks Brother B.G. for the ref.) 
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We are on the web!  
www.scfop3.org 
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   Editorial   -   No we are not a “ Union”  

In our state, the word “union”  is the equivalent of swearing in church. Often, I am asked if we are a “union.”  
The answer is simply no. Our state is a “ right to work state”  I am told. This is true. “Right to work”  simply means 
that under our laws, you cannot be compelled to join a union to work a specific job. Unions are not illegal in S.C., as 
we know with the ILA,  but again with the “right to work”  laws, they cannot prohibit non-union employees from 
working - which was the crux of the problem during the melee at the ports several years ago. Likewise, unions en-
gage in “strikes,”  our organization does not. We are a collective bargaining unit.  

 
What is a “collective bargaining unit?”  Is usually the next question. A collective bargaining unit as it ap-

plies to us, is simply the manifestation of the old cliché  “ there is strength in numbers.”   We are just a coalition of 
persons in common occupation who strive to achieve better working conditions, benefits and salary. No dishonor 
there.  Our strength of voice is louder in some states than others. Nationwide, our voice is well over 300,000 strong. 
Locally we are maybe 1,000 with 318 in our lodge. Our voice strengthens with each member, particularly in the po-
litical/legislative arena where our weight must push the levers on the fulcrum in the direction we wish. Using this 
analogy, our ability to advance favorable change, lies with our numbers and our elected leadership. 

 
As a small gear in the overall machine, our lodge does attempt (in collaboration with other S.C. lodges) to 

effect favorable change. We are constrained only by our numbers and the ability to use the strength that those num-
bers create. We have seen results from our efforts over the years and look forward to a steady effort in the future. So 
to those who would label us as such, we are not a “union.”   We are The Fraternal Order  of Police, career profes-
sionals united in common goal. We are the Tr i-County Lodge # 3 and we serve the Lawmen of the Lowcountry. 
Our voice is growing louder and louder……..  Stand and be counted! 

 
-R.E. Sharpe 


